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Washington, July 15.—After an extended conference with the president tonight at which three other members of the cabinet were present, Secretary
Alger said:

“The situation is just this: The Spaniards at Santiago are prepared to surrender, but they want to carry their arms. We have determined to grant
no such concession, nor any concession except the generosity of this government to transport them to Spain.”

Secretary Alger was asked if it was not the expectation that when it was known that no other terms would be granted, the surrender would take place,
and replied that such was the case. 1n any event, no other concession would be afforded by this government.

It was nearly | o'clock when the conference at the White House adjourued. Besides Secretary Alger there were present Secretaries Bliss and Wil-
son and Postmaster General, Emery Smith. Adjutant-General Sobrin was present during the last hour of the conference.

Secretary Alger did not say how much time would be allowed the enemy to reach a conclusion but it is known that the administration will make it
very short and submit to no further parley with General Toral.

The next move is, surrender upon the terms which the United States government proposes or immediate attack upon the Spanish forces by the army
and navy.
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